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https://www.adobe.com
https://www.sjsu.edu/aiie/
https://www.sjsu.edu/aiie/


HonorsX: An Interdisciplinary Program Unlike Any Other 

Program Overview
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Program Description
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HonorsX  
is an interdisciplinary program focused on an 

integrative approach to problem -solving.

Founded in Fall 2020, the program is focused 

ƻƴ άIƻƴƻǊǎέ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇ-start 

societal transformation by seeking 

unconventional students from underserved 

populations.

Student teams develop knowledge and skills 

from outside their major, build networks with 

faculty, peer and industry mentors, and 

prepare for advanced study and 

professional careers. Student research 

grants

Opportunity to build skills, 

knowledge, and networks 

outside of major Adobe Digital Learning

Industry Mentorship

Innovative courses co -

taught by faculty from 

different disciplines

Team -based problem -

solving for social 

change 

Students from 

underserved populations

Advanced research, 

internship and study 

opportunities

https://www.sjsu.edu/honorsx/


2023 -24 Theme:

Developing Sustainable Societies
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2023 -24 Curriculum
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Summer 2023

UNVS 120

July 17-Aug. 4

Time: 9:am to 12 pm

everyday

Fall 2023

UNVS 121

Mon/Wed

3-5:45pm

Start!

Spring 2024

UNVS 122 

Mon/Wed

3-5:45pm

Electives

(Up to 6 Units) 

after 

completing 9 

required units

UNVS 101

(3 Units)

UNVS 123

(3 Units)

UNVS 124 

(3 Units)

Any GE or Elective 

Course Related to 

Sustainability.

(3 Units)

Internship Study 

with Faculty

(3 Units)

Independent 

Study with Faculty

(3 Units) 

Any Major Requirement 

Related to Sustainability

(3 Units)

End Here!

(15 units)

End Here!
(9 units)

Pathway 2: Minor in Interdisciplinary Studies (9 

HonorsX + 6 Elective Units)

Pathway 1: HonorsX (9 units)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-_w7lLp-2Zd1wTH_BymZlhOiJarbqN6K/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cYLcD47lwcaKncaA6Qo67o9wsE3Uc3Sc/view?usp=drive_link


2023 -24 Enrollment and Diversity of Majors

Enrollment By Semester 

22 

Majors
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30

2

5
19

άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ώƛƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊƛǘȅϐ ŘƛŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

work with students from different majors and collaborate on similar interests 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦέ

- Kaysha Ragocos, B.A. Design Studies 



HonorsX Team
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Maleah Neumann 

Student Assistant

Huyen Pham 

HonorsX Coordinator

Program Team

Sarika Pruthi, Ph.D

Co-Founder and Interim Director, HonorsX

and

Associate Professor

School of Global Innovation & Leadership

Lucas College & Graduate School of Business
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Ronald Rogers, Ph.D

Vice Provost

Office of Academic Innovation & 

Institutional Effectiveness



Student Assistants

Charishma Reddy Bandla Gunasekar
MS, Engineering Management, 2024

College of Engineering Swarda Deshmukh 
MS, Engineering Management, 2024

College of Engineering Silky Nigenda  
BA, Psychology, 2024

College of Social Sciences
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Advisory Board

Walter Adams, Ph.D
Assistant Professor, 

Biological Sciences 

College of Science

Jennifer Rycenga, Ph.D
Professor Emeritus

College of Humanities & Arts

Nidhi Mahendra, Ph.D
Professor

Communicative Disorders & Sciences

College of Education

John Delacruz, Ph.D
Associate Professor

Journalism & Mass Communications

College of Humanities & Arts

Ruma Chopra, Ph.D
Dean

School for Cultural and 

Social Transformation

University of Utah
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https://www.walteradamslab.com
https://www.sjsu.edu/people/jennifer.rycenga/
https://www.sjsu.edu/people/nidhi.mahendra/index.html
https://sjsu.edu/jmc/about-us/team/faculty/john-delacruz.php
https://attheu.utah.edu/facultystaff/dean-of-school-for-cultural-and-social-transformation-is-named/
https://attheu.utah.edu/facultystaff/dean-of-school-for-cultural-and-social-transformation-is-named/


Asha Weinstein Agrawal, Ph.D
Professor

Urban & Regional Planning

College of Social Sciences, and

Mineta Transportation Institute

HonorsX Partners
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Emily Chan
Director of Research Engagement,

Office of Research

Division of Research and Innovation

Egbe-Etu Etu, Ph.D
Assistant Professor 

Marketing & Business Analytics

College of Business

and

Mineta Transportation Institute

Erik Johnson, Ph.D
Lecturer, Department of Humanities

College of Humanities & the Arts

https://transweb.sjsu.edu/Asha-Weinstein-Agrawal-PhD
https://www.sjsu.edu/research-and-innovation/about-us/research-and-innovation-leadership/emily-chan.php
https://www.sjsu.edu/people/egbe-etu.etu/index.html
https://www.sjsu.edu/people/egbe-etu.etu/index.html
https://www.sjsu.edu/people/egbe-etu.etu/index.html
https://hcommons.org/members/erikj0/


2023 -24 Faculty

2023-24 Summary Report  | Academic Innovation & Institutional Effectiveness 

https://youtu.be/jZaVGnD3NKk?si=FX5hLNwWs7dIQ6OG

Watch How HonorsX has Impacted Students ( YouTube)

https://youtu.be/jZaVGnD3NKk?si=FX5hLNwWs7dIQ6OG
https://youtu.be/jZaVGnD3NKk?si=FX5hLNwWs7dIQ6OG


2023 -24 Instructional Faculty
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Keenan Norris is a novelist, essayist and scholar. His latest novel is The Confession of Copeland Cane, the 

winner of the 2022 Northern California Book Award. His essays have garnered the 2021 -22 National Arts 

& Entertainment Journalism Award in Music, Theater and Performing Arts and the 2021 Folio: Eddie 

Award. His debut novel Brother and the Dancer received the James D. Houston Award in 2012.

Keenan Norris , Ph.D
Associate Professor, English & Comparative Literature

College of Humanities & the Arts 

9ƭƭŜƴ aƛŘŘŀǳƎƘΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳǘƘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŀƎŜΚέ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ 

media enable and constrain civic participation. Dr. Middaugh conducts research on how youth use social 

media to express public voice and build community, youth practices as they encounter misinformation and 

hostility online, and educational interventions designed to help support informed, ethical and empowered 

civic engagement. Her research focuses on youth broadly but with special interest in the experiences of those 

who may be excluded or misrepresented by powerful civic institutions.

Ellen Middaugh, Ph.D
Associate Professor, Child & Adolescent Development

Lurie College of Education

https://www.keenannorris.com/about
https://blogs.sjsu.edu/luriecollege/2019/10/16/meet-the-lurie-college-faculty-ellen-middaugh/


October 19, 2023
1:00 to 2:30 PM

MLK Library, Room 225 (Hybrid)

36 Attendees

The campus community was invited to hear about equity -

minded admissions and interdisciplinary problem solving in 

HonorsX from the 2023 -24 instructional faculty Dr. Ellen 

Middaugh, Lurie College of Education, and Dr. Keenan Norris, 

College of Humanities and the Arts. 

Drs. Middaugh and Norris shared their respective experiences of 

teaching and mentoring the second student cohort.  The event 

was held in a hybrid modality (in person and via Zoom).

HonorsX Faculty Forum, Fall 23
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2023 -24 Student Learning & Experience
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Adobe Digital Learning

Interdisciplinary ResearchStudent 

Learning 

and 

Experience

Student 

Mentoring & 

Advising;

Networking & 

Support

Research Presentations

Independent Study with Faculty

Student Research Grants

Sustainability Solutions Summit

Spring 2024

Student RSCA Forum with HonorsX

Spring 2024

Public Square Event

Summer 2023

EcoVision

Fall 2023



ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ 

ƳŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜΦΦΦΦέ

-Stephanie Montoya Arevalos, B.S. Business Administration 

Interdisciplinary Research
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Each student qualified for $500 small 

student research grant from Adobe towards 

developing sustainable societies in AY 

2023 -24. 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ΨŀǇǇƭȅΩ 

for funds individually or as a group. 

Applications were submitted via a class 

participation assignment by Nov 1, 2023.

Students reported the research findings by 

May 1, 2024. Funds were used to support 

access to materials, transportation, time or 

participant incentives. 

Grant 

Proposal 

Template

$500 

Per Student

Faculty Lead:

Dr. Ellen 

Middaugh

21 Student 

Awardees
 

HonorsX Student Research Grants, 2023 -24

2023-24 Summary Report  | Academic Innovation & Institutional Effectiveness 



άL ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƳŜ 

ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ

-Stephanie Montoya Arevalos, B.S. Business Administration 
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Research Presentations


